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plan must include a certification that
the proposed activities described in the
plan comply with enforceable policies
of, and will be conducted in a manner
consistent with such State’s program.
The BOEM Regional Director may not
approve any of the activities described
in the drilling plan unless the State
concurs with the consistency certifi-
cation or the Secretary of Commerce
makes the finding authorized by sec-
tion 307(c)(3)(B)(iii) of the Coastal Zone
Management Act.

(5) Protecting archaeological resources.
If the BOEM Regional Director believes
that an archaeological resource may
exist in the area that may be affected
by drilling, the BOEM Regional Direc-
tor will notify you of the need to pre-
pare an archaeological report under 30
CFR 551.7(b)(5).

(i) If the evidence suggests that an
archaeological resource may be
present, you must:

(A) Locate the site of the drilling so
as to not adversely affect the area
where the archaeological resources
may be, or

(B) Establish to the satisfaction of
the BOEM Regional Director that an
archaeological resource does not exist
or will not be adversely affected by
drilling. This must be done by further
archaeological investigation, con-
ducted by an archaeologist and a geo-
physicist, using survey equipment and
techniques deemed necessary by the
Regional Director. A report on the in-
vestigation must be submitted to the
BOEM Regional Director for review.

(ii) If the BOEM Regional Director
determines that an archaeological re-
source is likely to be present in the
area that may be affected by drilling,
and may be adversely affected by drill-
ing, the BOEM Regional Director will
notify you immediately. You must
take no action that may adversely af-
fect the archaeological resource unless
further investigations determine that
the resource is not archaeologically
significant.

(iii) If you discover any archae-
ological resource while drilling, you
must immediately halt drilling and re-
port the discovery to the BOEM Re-
gional Director. If investigations deter-
mine that the resource is significant,
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the BOEM Regional Director will in-
form you how to protect it.

(6) Application for permit to drill
(APD). Before commencing deep strati-
graphic test drilling activities under an
approved drilling plan, you must sub-
mit an APD and a Supplemental APD
Information Sheet (Forms BSEE-0123
and BSEE-0123S) and receive approval.
You must comply with all regulations
relating to drilling operations in 30
CFR part 250.

() Revising an approved drilling plan.
Before you revise an approved drilling
plan, you must obtain the BOEM Re-
gional Director’s approval.

(8) After drilling. When you complete
the test activities, you must perma-
nently plug and abandon the boreholes
of all deep stratigraphic tests in com-
pliance with 30 CFR part 250. If the
tract on which you conducted a deep
stratigraphic test is leased to another
party for exploration and development,
and if the lessee has not disturbed the
borehole, BSEE will hold you and not
the lessee responsible for problems as-
sociated with the test hole.

(9) Deadline for completing a deep strat-
igraphic test. If your deep stratigraphic
test well is within 50 geographic miles
of a tract that BOEM has identified for
a future lease sale, as listed on the cur-
rently approved OCS leasing schedule,
you must complete all drilling activi-
ties and submit the data and informa-
tion to the BOEM Regional Director at
least 60 days before the first day of the
month in which BOEM schedules the
lease sale. However, the BOEM Re-
gional Director may extend your per-
mit duration to allow you to complete
drilling activities and submit data and
information if the extension is in the
National interest.

(c)-(d) [Reserved]

§251.8-251.14 [Reserved]

§251.15 Authority for information col-
lection.

The Office of Management and Budg-
et has approved the information collec-
tion requirements in this part under 44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq. and assigned OMB
control number 1010-0141 as it pertains
to Application for Permit to Drill
(APD, Form BSEE-0123), and Supple-
mental APD Information Sheet (Form
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BSEE-0123S). The title of this informa-
tion collection is ‘30 CFR part 250, sub-
part D, ‘““Oil and Gas Drilling Oper-
ations.”

PART 252—OUTER CONTINENTAL
SHELF (OCS) OIL AND GAS IN-
FORMATION PROGRAM

Sec

252.1 Purpose.
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252.3 0Oil and gas data and information to be
provided for use in the OCS 0il and Gas
Information Program.
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affected States.
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252.7 Privileged and proprietary data and
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AUTHORITY: OCS Lands Act, 43 U.S.C. 1331
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SOURCE: 76 FR 64462, Oct. 18, 2011 unless
otherwise noted.

§252.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to imple-
ment the provisions of section 26 of the
Act (43 U.S.C. 1352). This part supple-
ments the procedures and requirements
contained in 30 CFR parts 250, 251, 550,
and 551 and provides procedures and re-
quirements for the submission of oil
and gas data and information resulting
from exploration, development, and
production operations on the Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) to the Direc-
tor, Bureau of Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement (BSEE). In addi-
tion, this part establishes procedures
for the Director to make available cer-
tain information to the Governors of
affected States and, upon request, to
the executives of affected local govern-
ments in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Freedom of Information
Act and the Act.

§252.2 Definitions.

When used in the regulations in this
part, the following terms shall have
the following meanings:

30 CFR Ch. Il (7-1-13 Edition)

Act refers to the Outer Continental
Shelf Lands Act, as amended (43 U.S.C.
1331 et seq.).

Affected local govermment means the
principal governing body of a locality
which is in an affected State and is
identified by the Governor of that
State as a locality which will be sig-
nificantly affected by oil and gas ac-
tivities on the OCS.

Affected State means, with respect to
any program, plan, lease sale, or other
activity, proposed, conducted, or ap-
proved pursuant to the provisions of
the Act, any State:

(1) The laws of which are declared,
pursuant to section 4(a)(2)(A) of the
Act, to be the law of the United States
for the portion of the OCS on which
such activity is, or is proposed to be,
conducted;

(2) Which is, or is proposed to be, di-
rectly connected by transportation fa-
cilities to any artificial island or in-
stallations and other devices perma-
nently, or temporarily attached to the
seabed;

(3) Which is receiving, or in accord-
ance with the proposed activity will re-
ceive, oil for processing, refining, or
transshipment which was extracted
from the OCS and transported directly
to such State by means of vessels or by
a combination of means including ves-
sels;

(4) Which is designated by the Direc-
tor as a State in which there is a sub-
stantial probability of significant im-
pact on or damage to the coastal, ma-
rine, or human environment, or a State
in which there will be significant
changes in the social, governmental, or
economic infrastructure, resulting
from the exploration, development, and
production of oil and gas anywhere on
the OCS; or

(5) In which the Director finds that
because of such activity there is, or
will be, a significant risk of serious
damage, due to factors such as pre-
vailing winds and currents, to the ma-
rine or coastal environment in the
event of any oilspill, blowout, or re-
lease of oil or gas from vessels, pipe-
lines, or other transshipment facilities.

Analyzed geological information means
data collected under a permit or a lease
which have been analyzed. Analysis
may include, but is not limited to,
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